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A new adult education programme for people who seek our help 

We are most grateful to Gloucestershire 
County Council for the opportunity to 
introduce informal learning and skills 
opportunities as part of an enrichment 
programme of adult education for our 
guests ï the disadvantaged and vulnerable 
people who seek our help. The programme 
is organised by the County Council and 
backed financially by the Skills Funding 
Agency.  
    Sue Blackmon, development manager 
for the community adult education scheme, 
said: ñEveryone deserves a chance. We all 
need  a helping hand at some time but most 
of us are lucky enough to have friends and 
are not isolated. This project concentrates 
on helping groups of people who are 
coping with very diverse issues.ò  

   Another  mul t i-sess ion  course 
concentrated on art and the instructor, 
Susie Walker, encouraged participants to 
express themselves through drawing, 
printing and creative crafts. As she 
commented: ñWe all feel good if we 
exceed our expectations. Every small 
success is a great motivator.ò Some of the 
work produced is currently decorating the 
walls of  No 39.   
   The Citizens Advice Bureau held an on-
site session to promote financial capability, 
concentrating on clever shopping and 
effective spending on a restricted budget. 
Catriona Reid of Cheltenham CAB said the 
aim was to give professional help, impart 
information and raise awareness in an 
informal way. 

   The interactive sessions have been held 
at our base at 39 Grosvenor Street and have 
focused on cookery, art and creative crafts, 
and money management.          

   Natalie Percival, chef manager at two 
local schools, led the cookery sessions. 
Starting with straightforward recipes for 
baking cookies  (many of which were then 
included in the take-away packs of food 
provided to our guests on Sundays), she 
developed a four-session course to include 
main meals such as chicken  pies, cottage 
pies and corned beef hash.  
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